
Good soil 

With the parable of the sower we feel we’re on safe 

ground but (as is often the case with parables) that safe 

ground quickly dissolves beneath our feet.  The parable 

offers hope, offers possibility against overwhelming 

odds.  There is so much that can stop seed germinating 

and taking root.  Even with the green shoots there’s 

much that will peck away and wither what seems so 

promising.  Any Galilean peasant would know the risks 

and the reality of sowing a field and would nod sagely. 

But wait a moment – what about the seed that makes it.  

The seed that becomes a field of waving corn, and when 

harvested its yield surpasses all prayer and expectation.  

Five or sevenfold was the expected return, but the 

peasant farmer finds a hundred fold coming his way.  

He'll not only be able to eat and pay his rent but also his 

debts and his religious tithes as well, and not just that – 

he'll be able to purchase the land he works on and end 

his bondage and poverty forever! 

Where are we in the parable?  Are we the farmer?  Are 

we the soil?  Are we being told to be sowers rather than 

harvesters?  Jose Pagola suggests:  The gospel is the 

saving power of God planted by Jesus in the heart of the 

world and in the life of human beings. 

The challenge for us is to be and prepare the good 

ground, the good earth, in which that word of hope can 

take root.  In the way we live, in our awareness of the 

world, in our corporate vision as a church, we need to 

develop the good soil of our awareness of each other 

and our common witness, and that’s where we begin to 

catch glimpses of the kingdom emerging.  It’s a vision 

which we find in our epistle reading, as Paul encourages 

people to live according to the Spirit, to be the good soil 

in which the things of God thrive. 

In recent weeks we’ve been reminded how racism 

corrupts our social, our economic and our spiritual lives.  

The church is not immune.  There’s a failure to choose 

life, to recognize the inclusivity and the demands of 

God’s new order that are made of us.  In what ways has 

the structural and systemic 

racism we find in the church 

made us a soil in which the 

gospel has difficulty putting 

down roots?  

The parable describes an abundant life, an economy of 

grace; with no expectations, no order of precedence we 

must be willing to accept; we must be ready to receive, 

eager to pass on what we receive to others.  This is not 

an economy where predictions are made and the 

experts stand back (hoping to make a profit), it’s a 

commonwealth we are called into, every one of us, as 

we discover that calling, our vocation, to propagate and 

nurture God’s seed in holiness and truth.  
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Notices 

Sunday Services – we are open again! 

 10.00am Parish Communion at Holy Trinity  

 Online Sunday Service at 
www.augustinetooting.co.uk/remote-church 

Daily Prayer: 

 The Church is open from 2–5pm Monday to Friday, 
10am–12 noon Saturday, and 2–4pm Sunday. 

 Morning Prayer online on Zoom – contact Jane. 

Thank you to everyone who has donated money to the 
Wandsworth Foodbank recently. They are still in great 
need of our  donations, see details in weekly mailing or 
go to https://wandsworth.foodbank.org.uk/. 

 

For your prayers this week 

NHS & care staff, and all key workers;  and our friends 
from Rosedene, the Thursday Club and Western Lodge. 

In our Calendar of Prayer:   

12th Sarah Jackson, as she begins a new ministry;   
 Louisville Road 
13th Wandsworth Food Bank;  Wontner Road 
14th Colleagues at work;  Chetwode Road 
15th Médecins Sans Frontières;  Beechcroft Road 
16th Museums and heritage sites;  Hosack Road 
17th People living with dementia;  Tooting Bec Road 
18th Kitrinos Healthcare;  Eatonville Road 

The needs of those known to us:  

All who have birthdays this week; 

All in any kind of need, or who support them:  James 
Daley, Barbara Connell, Mark Raheel, Chris Serbutt, Lila 
Uccelli, Ann Walker, Avis Weller, Henry Zagoski; 

The faithful departed, and all who mourn them:  
Hilda Esubonteng (Joe Wryter’s sister), Stan Anderson 
(Sarah Jackson’s family) and Constantine Boamah.   

For prayer requests:  prayer@uppertooting.net 

The Revd Dr Andrew Davey (Vicar) 020 8672 4790
 vicar@uppertooting.net 
The Revd Barry Nichols 020 8879 0154
 barrynichols@btinternet.com 
The Revd Sarah Jackson 020 8672 7859
 mail@sarahjackson.me 

http://www.augustinetooting.co.uk/remote-church
https://wandsworth.foodbank.org.uk/

