
Forty days and forty nights … 

Each year, as we begin the forty days of Lent, our gospel 
reading reminds us of Jesus’s forty days in the desert.  
Matthew and Luke give more detail of the temptations, 
but Mark has a much briefer account, and the reading 
can give us the context of what happens just before and 
after that wilderness experience.   

So this week’s gospel starts with Jesus’s baptism, and as 
always in Mark, he tells us so much in so few words.  It’s 
the start of Jesus’ ministry, his commitment to the way 
God wants of him, and he hears his Father affirm that 
decision – ‘with you I am well pleased’.  He sees the 
heavens torn apart – the division between God and man 
is torn apart in Jesus, in his life and in his death, when 
the curtain of the temple will be torn apart.   

And Jesus sees the Spirit of God descending on him, into 
him.  He is filled with the Spirit, his whole life from now 
on will be driven by that Spirit.  Straight away after that 
high moment, the Spirit drives Jesus out into the 
wilderness for forty days of testing and temptation, forty 
days of battle with Satan, with the powers of evil.  His 
whole ministry will be a battle with those powers of evil, 
casting out demons, healing the sick, stilling the storm – 
culminating in his final victory on the cross. 

For now, Jesus wins that first battle, coming out of the 
desert with a clearer view of his ministry, of what he is 
called to do and to say – and the ways he shouldn’t go.  
And despite the struggle, he comes out too with the 
knowledge that God is with him every step of the way – 
as Mark tells us, ‘the angels waited on him’.   

Inspired, tested, prepared, Jesus is ready to proclaim the 
good news, taking up the dangerous mantle of John, 
announcing the kingdom of God, calling all to repent and 
believe, challenging secular and religious authorities.   

During this last year, the whole world, all our society, 
has been through a ‘wilderness experience’.  Driven 
away from all the things which usually fill our lives, 
separated from those we know and love, from our usual 
sources of support – tested as we had never expected.  
Which may lead us to ask ourselves – how well have we 
used this wilderness year?   

Jesus used his time in the wilderness to prepare for his 
ministry, to better understand God’s will and his own 
mission.  Without our usual excuses of busyness and 
commitments, what have we done with our emptied 
lives and time?  Have we taken this as an opportunity to 
reflect, to change, to grow?  Or have we filled the 
vacuum with a new busyness, trying to give a shape to 
our lives – or filled it with just regret and frustration – 
or simply marked time, waiting?  

But it’s never too late … the next few months look 
likely to be just as testing in their own way, as we 
journey towards another ‘different’ Easter, as we inch 
forwards to ‘normality’.  So we can try to use this Lent 
as we’re always meant to do – to use it as a time to 
focus on how our faith is shown in our lives, to turn 
around where we need to, to align ourselves more 
closely with God’s will, open ourselves to his Spirit … 

… praying that we too will be ready to proclaim the 
good news in a world of need, anxiety and pain.   
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Worship this week 

• Join in our Online Sunday Service, at 10am or later, 

at www.augustinetooting.co.uk/sunday-service 

• Wednesday 24
th

 February, 12 noon:   

Holy Communion, in church 

• Morning Prayer on Zoom, 

Monday at 8.30am, 

Wednesday and Friday at 

9.00am, details from Jane 

• The Church is open every 

day for prayer and quiet 

Coming up …  

Wednesday 24
th

 February, 

8.00pm Lent Study Group, 

on Zoom – continuing every 

Wednesday in Lent.  Please contact Jane for details. 

Tuesday 2
nd

 March, Pub Tuesday & Quiz at 8.00pm on 

Zoom.  Contact Jean Cooper for details.   

For your prayers this week 

All who work for peace in our world; 

Everyone involved in the Covid vaccination programme; 

The unemployed, and all whose job or business is at risk; 

The Thursday Club, and all with mental health problems; 

All who have birthdays this week, including:  

Rupert Merson (27
th

); 

Those in any kind of need, and all who care for them, 

especially:  James Daley, Ilesh Patel, Mark Raheel,  

Lila Uccelli, Rosemary Ware and Abbey Wright; 

The faithful departed, and all who mourn them, 

especially Gary Daley and Dorothy Paulley. 
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