
A Reflection from Andrew  

Let the same mind be in you 

that was in Christ Jesus 

Jesus arrives in a city in 

turmoil. Maybe it’s hard to 

imagine a city so contrasted 

with our own as we see 

pictures of Oxford Street, 

Trafalgar Square and our major 

stations deserted. Jerusalem is 

faced with a dilemma – what will it do with God’s 

servant who speaks of a kingdom of peace? What will it 

do with a prophet who cares deeply for it, as a mother 

hen cares for her chicks? There is apprehension and 

confusion. What did the disciples who had heard Jesus 

speak of Jerusalem as a place of suffering, rejection and 

death think they were doing as they re-enacted 

Zechariah’s prophecy of the humble king who comes to 

the city riding a donkey. For a moment Jerusalem seems 

to have a chance – will the killing and stoning of 

prophets finally end?  

Jerusalem was a place of judgement. The temple courts 

operated in a sphere which did not usually interfere with 

that of the Roman overlords.  These systems will merge 

to judge the humble king. But the city also stands 

judged. Amidst the clamour, the hosannas, the branches 

and the cloaks the donkey steps uneasily into the 

crowds bearing a king who challenges what it means to a 

king, who represents such a different order. 

The hosannas are still echoing in our ears when we hear 

Isaiah’s song of the servant who faces ridicule and 

physical abuse yet sets his ‘face like flint’. Then St Paul 

reminds us that this is the one who ‘emptied himself’, 

who assumed the ‘form of a slave’ who took the journey 

downwards to the cross. 

On Palm Sunday, as we sing hosanna, then stand with 

the crowd as we hear the words of the Passion reading,  

we are faced with the challenge – do we see in Christ 

the fullness which God wants to offer each of us? Do we 

see the love of God who brings ‘salvation’ to all who 

suffer from injustice and sickness; who will be a refuge 

to those excluded from society and religion; who will 

grant unmerited forgiveness to sinners? 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus 

For prayer requests:  prayer@uppertooting.net 

The Revd Dr Andrew Davey (Vicar) 020 8672 4790
 vicar@uppertooting.net 
The Revd Barry Nichols 020 8879 0154
 barrynichols@btinternet.com 
The Revd Sarah Jackson 020 8672 7859
 mail@sarahjackson.me 

Holy Trinity 

Upper Tooting 

5th April 2020 Palm Sunday 
 

Remote Church 

To listen our Holy Week prayers and readings, go to: 
www.augustinetooting.co.uk/remote-church  

A Prayer for Holy Week  

Gracious God,  
 you have heard the cries of your suffering people.  
You have sent Jesus to us  
 to be our Redeemer and brother.  
Open our eyes to see the immensity of your love for us  
 and the wonder of what you have done for us.  
Give us the courage to be your hands and heart  
 for those who are in pain.  
Give us the wisdom to speak out  
 for justice and righteousness.  
May your will be done in us today and always.  Amen. 

For your prayers this week 

We continue to pray for all medical and care workers, 
and those who are especially vulnerable. 

And from our Calendar of Prayer:   

5th Social Care workers;  Marius Road 
6th The work of N’Dioum Santé;  Appledore Close 
7th Shop workers;  St James’ Drive 
8th Those who clean our streets and remove  
 our rubbish;  Adam Mews, Flowersmead 
9th Springfield Hospital;  Holdernesse Road 
10th All those who we love;  Boundaries Road 
11th Western Lodge;  Crockerton Road 

The needs of those known to us:  

All who have birthdays this week, especially  
Caroline Banks, Sarah Jackson (5th), Jo Merson,  
Barnaby Merson (6th), Madeleine Symes (8th) and  
Karen Alexander (10th); 

All in any kind of need, and those who support them:  
Carol Harrison, Harold Moses, James Daley,  
Barbara Connell, Norma Pinder, Mark Raheel,  
Lila Uccelli, Ann Walker and Avis Weller; 

The faithful departed. 

This week’s notices 

A photo greeting from Mary 
Jane in New Zealand: 

Food Bank items can be left on 
the doorstep at Western Lodge, 
or make cash donations online: 
wandsworth.foodbank.org.uk/ 
give-help/donate/ 
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