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Thursday 28th May 
 

Psalm 24 
 

1 The earth is the Lord’s and all that fills it, 
the compass of the world and all who dwell therein. 

2 For he has founded it upon the seas 
and set it firm upon the rivers of the deep. 

3 ‘Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord, 
or who can rise up in his holy place?’ 

4 ‘Those who have clean hands and a pure heart, 
who have not lifted up their soul to an idol,  
 nor sworn an oath to a lie; 

5 ‘They shall receive a blessing from the Lord, 
a just reward from the God of their salvation.’ 

6 Such is the company of those who seek him, 
of those who seek your face, O God of Jacob. 

7 Lift up your heads, O gates; be lifted up, you everlasting doors; 
and the King of glory shall come in. 

8 ‘Who is the King of glory?’ 
‘The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord who is mighty in battle.’ 

9 Lift up your heads, O gates; be lifted up, you everlasting doors; 
and the King of glory shall come in. 

10 ‘Who is this King of glory?’ 
‘The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory.’ 

 
 

Psalm 72 
 

1 Give the king your judgements, O God, 
and your righteousness to the son of a king. 

2 Then shall he judge your people righteously 
and your poor with justice. 

3 May the mountains bring forth peace, 
and the little hills righteousness for the people. 

 15 

 

 

4 May he defend the poor among the people, 
deliver the children of the needy and crush the oppressor. 

5 May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
from one generation to another. 

6 May he come down like rain upon the mown grass, 
like the showers that water the earth. 

7 In his time shall righteousness flourish, 
and abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

8 May his dominion extend from sea to sea 
and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

9 May his foes kneel before him 
and his enemies lick the dust. 

10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute; 
the kings of Sheba and Seba shall bring gifts. 

11 All kings shall fall down before him; 
all nations shall do him service. 

12 For he shall deliver the poor that cry out, 
the needy and those who have no helper. 

13 He shall have pity on the weak and poor; 
he shall preserve the lives of the needy. 

14 He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, 
and dear shall their blood be in his sight. 

15 Long may he live; unto him may be given gold from Sheba; 
may prayer be made for him continually  
 and may they bless him all the day long. 

16 May there be abundance of grain on the earth,  
 standing thick upon the hilltops; 
may its fruit flourish like Lebanon  
 and its grain grow like the grass of the field. 

17 May his name remain for ever  
 and be established as long as the sun endures; 
may all nations be blest in him and call him blessed. 
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18 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
who alone does wonderful things. 

19 And blessed be his glorious name for ever. 
May all the earth be filled with his glory. Amen. Amen. 

 

First Reading—Ezekiel 11.14-20  
 

Then the word of the Lord came to me: Mortal, your kinsfolk, 

your own kin, your fellow exiles, the whole house of Israel, all of 

them, are those of whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem have said, 

‘They have gone far from the Lord; to us this land is given for a 

possession.’ Therefore say: Thus says the Lord God: Though I 

removed them far away among the nations, and though I scattered 

them among the countries, yet I have been a sanctuary to them for 

a little while in the countries where they have gone. Therefore 

say: Thus says the Lord God: I will gather you from the peoples, 

and assemble you out of the countries where you have been 

scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel. When they come 

there, they will remove from it all its detestable things and all its 

abominations. I will give them one heart, and put a new spirit 

within them; I will remove the heart of stone from their flesh and 

give them a heart of flesh, so that they may follow my statutes and 

keep my ordinances and obey them. Then they shall be my people, 

and I will be their God. 
 

Second Reading—Matthew 9.35-10.20 
 

Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their 

synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and 

curing every disease and every sickness. When he saw the crowds, 

he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and 

helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his 

disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; 

therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into 

his harvest.’ 
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Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority 

over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease 

and every sickness. These are the names of the twelve apostles: 

first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James 

son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; 

Thomas and Matthew the tax-collector; James son of Alphaeus, 

and Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one 

who betrayed him. 

These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: ‘Go 

nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the 

Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

As you go, proclaim the good news, “The kingdom of heaven has 

come near.” Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast 

out demons. You received without payment; give without 

payment. Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, no bag 

for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for 

labourers deserve their food. Whatever town or village you enter, 

find out who in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. As you 

enter the house, greet it. If the house is worthy, let your peace 

come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. 

If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off 

the dust from your feet as you leave that house or town. Truly I 

tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and 

Gomorrah on the day of judgement than for that town. 

‘See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so 

be wise as serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of them, for 

they will hand you over to councils and flog you in their 

synagogues; and you will be dragged before governors and kings 

because of me, as a testimony to them and the Gentiles. When 

they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or 

what you are to say; for what you are to say will be given to you 

at that time; for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your 

Father speaking through you. 


