
Breathe on me, breath of God 

One thing we’ve all learnt during this time of pandemic 
is just how potent our breath can be. Something so 
basic, an essential part of our existence, has suddenly 
taken on a new significance. Normally we are aware of 
each other’s breathing only when we get close – not 
least on public transport or a crowded situation. Breath 
carries life – even if it is a life destroying virus. Breath is 
potent – it makes a difference to those it touches.   

In Genesis God breathes the breath of life into clay to 
make Adam;  in Ezekiel the valley of dry bones is 
animated, brought to life, by God’s breath;  in John’s 
Gospel the disciples receive the Holy Spirit on Easter Day 
when Jesus breathes on them in the upper room.  The 
ancient oriental churches still use breath as well as the 
laying on of hands as part of the ordination service. 

Breathe on me, breath of God, fill me with life anew 

On the day of Pentecost the disciples were filled with 
the Spirit – the breath of God. They were occupied, 
possessed, saturated, infected. They became unlikely 
voices who spoke a remarkable word.   

They are accused of being drunk. The freshness of their 
words is an explosive wine, not containable in old wine 
skins, making demands, sparking and exhilarant, offering 
new words, new language, new meaning.  It is God’s 
Spirit who works through them, who enables 
communication to happen. Unlike a drunk, Peter is able 
to speak eloquently about the significance of what is 
happening.  

In our gospel reading Jesus spoke of new possibility, of 
the knowledge of God giving power.  Not a power to 
dominate, not a knowledge to exclude, but a new 
experience of mutuality, of fellowship which makes the 
church look outward in its longing to serve. While the 
coming of the Holy Spirit in Acts is one of spectacle and 
surprise, Jesus assures us that we will find the calm, the 
wisdom and the peace we need to do and speak his will. 

Pentecost does not make the churches’ leaders 
showmen, performing miracles and tricks to gain public 
attention. The Holy Spirit is not a power to be 
manipulated. The Holy Spirit frees us, Christ’s peace 
gives heart and courage to those who are open to the 
leading of the Spirit, making us participants in God’s 
mission, agents of God’s intervention in human life. 

For us Pentecost is not some weird supernatural 
phenomenon but the door to an everyday possibility 
that God will work in and through us. The Holy Spirit 
should help us to be attentive to the accents and stories 
of others – London as we know is complicated (a place 
of many tongues) but we are called by this foundational 
story to allow the Holy Spirit to orientate our hearts and 
minds to those who are different, to strangers, that 
together we might learn to speak of the spaciousness of 
the Kingdom. In the words of St Paul: To each is given 
the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 

Breathe on us, breath of God… 
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Today is Pentecost, when we remember the coming of 
the Holy Spirit – the birthday of the church. 

If you are wearing red today, don’t forget to send a 
photo to the Vicar for our Pentecost Party. 

A prayer for Pentecost 

Holy Spirit, you are welcome.  
Come among us like a wind, 
like a fire, like a dove. 
Come gently or come boldly. 
We are waiting for you.  Amen. 

For your prayers this week 

NHS & care staff, key workers, 
and our friends from Rosedene, 
and Western Lodge. 

From our Calendar of Prayer:   

31st The places we come from;  Elmbourne Road 
1st Teachers and all school staff;  Tunley Road 
2nd Staff of our GP practices;  Langroyd Road 
3rd All suffering from stress & anxiety;  Noyna Road 
4th The RNLI;  Brenda Road 
5th Members of the Thursday Club;  Marius Road 
6th Our Archbishops;  Appledore Close 

The needs of those known to us:  

All who have birthdays this week, including:  Kate Allan, 
Angela De Stefano (31st) and Matilda Randolph (1st); 

All in any kind of need, and those who support them:  
Carol Harrison, Wulfstan Madada, James Daley,  
Barbara Connell, Mark Raheel, Lila Uccelli, Ann Walker, 
and Avis Weller; 

The faithful departed, and all who mourn, including 
Michael Roberts and Ada Cole, on their anniversaries. 
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For prayer requests:  prayer@uppertooting.net 

The Revd Dr Andrew Davey (Vicar) 020 8672 4790
 vicar@uppertooting.net 
The Revd Barry Nichols 020 8879 0154
 barrynichols@btinternet.com 
The Revd Sarah Jackson 020 8672 7859
 mail@sarahjackson.me 
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