
Ascension Day 2020 

Someone once commented that it was strange how 
Christians would spend the forty days of Easter 
enthusiastically claiming Christ is risen, and when it 
came to Ascension Day there seemed to be some 
uncertainty as to how high that rising might be. 

Ascension Day should not compel us to adopt a 
prescientific view of the layering of our universe, but 
should lead us to celebrating the supreme power of 
God, active in the resurrected Christ, located in the 
lives of his followers. 

The gospels‘ accounts of the resurrection establish a 
new familiarity, an awareness, the disciples discover 
they have with Jesus. The gospel writers are not afraid 
to point out that they were still attempting to grasp 
what was going on.  Thomas’ doubting, the initial 
failure of the disciples on the road to recognise their 
companion, Mary’s confusion of her rabbi and the 
gardener all show the process did not come easy. At 
the beginning of our reading from Acts the disciples 
are still determined to ask about Jesus taking political 
control of the events of history. Is this the time when 
you will restore the kingdom to Israel? Jesus is quite 
definite with them that while this is a moment of 
significant change they have got the agenda wrong. 
This is not a moment for avenging, Jesus’ faithfulness 
has already been vindicated by God. This is rather a 
moment of change for the disciples. That change will 
mean they are now the bearers of the message of 
God’s kingdom, witnesses empowered by the same 
spirit which had empowered Jesus. They knew about 
that empowerment – they had lived with Jesus, sat at 
his feet, participated in his mission. For the past forty 
days they had experienced his aliveness in a new way.  

The challenge was not a case of knowing enough 
about Jesus but about the authorization and 
empowerment to continue that work, convinced in 
the new language they had learnt of resurrection and 
ascension.  This was a language that came about 
through the reordering of the world in which they 
lived. Jesus was not going away to create a distance 
between himself and the disciples, by ascending Christ 
becomes the humanity at the heart of God’s rule, 
present and energizing the lives of those willing to 
stake their lives on that rearrangement of power.  

Christ has gone up not gone away. The gospel writers 
use metaphors of place and 
space to describe the 
radical reordering of power 
that is taking place. To the 
ancient mind up is the 
direction of God, of power, 
of light; and the right-hand 
is the place where power is 
entrusted.  

This came through in our reading from Ephesians  

God put this power to work in Christ when he 
raised him from the dead and seated him at his 
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all 
rule and authority and power and dominion, 
and above every name that is named, not only 
in this age but also in the age to come. 

The once crucified 
Galilean leader, now 
the resurrected Christ, 
is described as taking 
his place at the right 
hand of God – risen 
ascended glorified– 
‘Christ is far above all 
rule and authority and 
power and dominion. 
God has put all things under his feet’. 

It is in the God who we see in Jesus that power is 
transfigured, that we are able to appraise those who 
offer themselves as leaders. A few weeks ago we were 
thinking of Thomas only able to acknowledge Jesus as 
Lord and God when he saw the marks of crucifixion. 
Christ ascends with scarred hands and takes his place 
at God’s right hand. 

The language, the metaphors, as we have seen are 
about the locational and physical – the body of Christ 
matters – hands, feet and head.  If all things are put 
under his feet, the wounded feet, it is about our 
relationship to such power which shows the signs of 
faithfulness.  As the body of Christ we are called to 
show those signs as we discover a new way of 
handling power directed at all that would destroy, 
exploit or degrade humans made in God’s image. 

Thy kingdom come: our period of prayer encourages 
us to look with Christ’s eyes on our community, and 
those neighbours we live among as the place where 
things can begin – where we are already sowing seeds 
through our daily lives, our daily prayers – even if we 
don’t get out much at present.  

The ascension re-orientates us -maybe like the 
disciples on the mountain we risk the accusation that 
we spend our time staring up, as if we didn’t know 
what to do next, and not engaging with the world 
where our God given tasks are before us, the world 
that lies before us at our feet. Our concentration 
should be on the community, the streets and places 
where we live our lives. Those disciples, and the 
church they, and we, are to become cannot be a band 
mourning a departed leader, a memorial society for a 
notable celebrity. With the Spirit we become part of 
God’s movement, fulfilling Christ’s mission, restoring 
God’s kingdom. 
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Acts 1:1-11 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote 
about all that Jesus did and taught from 

the beginning until the day when he was 
taken up to heaven, after giving 
instructions through the Holy Spirit to 

the apostles whom he had chosen. After 
his suffering he presented himself alive 

to them by many convincing proofs, 
appearing to them during forty days and 
speaking about the kingdom of God. 

While staying with them, he ordered 
them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait 

there for the promise of the Father. 
“This,” he said, “is what you have heard 
from me; for John baptized with water, 

but you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit not many days from now.” 

So when they had come together, they 

asked him, “Lord, is this the time when 
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

He replied, “It is not for you to know the 
times or periods that the Father has set 
by his own authority. But you will receive 

power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you will be my witnesses 

in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.” When he 
had said this, as they were watching, he 

was lifted up, and a cloud took him out 
of their sight. While he was going and 
they were gazing up toward heaven, 

suddenly two men in white robes stood 
by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why 

do you stand looking up toward heaven? 
This Jesus, who has been taken up from 
you into heaven, will come in the same 

way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

Ephesians 1:15-23 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord 

Jesus and your love toward all the 
saints, and for this reason I do not cease 

to give thanks for you as I remember you 
in my prayers. I pray that the God of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 

may give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know him, so 
that, with the eyes of your heart 

enlightened, you may know what is the 
hope to which he has called you, what 

are the riches of his 
glorious inheritance 

among the saints, 
and what is the 

immeasurable 
greatness of his 
power for us who 

believe, according to 
the working of his 
great power. God put 

this power to work in 
Christ when he raised 

him from the dead 
and seated him at his 
right hand in the 

heavenly places, far 
above all rule and 

authority and power 
and dominion, and above every name 
that is named, not only in this age but 

also in the age to come. And he has put 
all things under his feet and has made 
him the head over all things for the 

church, which is his body, the fullness of 
him who fills all in all. 

Luke 24:44-53 

Then Jesus said to the disciples, “These 
are my words that I spoke to you while I 
was still with you—that everything 

written about me in the law of Moses, the 
prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to 

understand the scriptures, and he said 
to them, “Thus it is written, that the 

Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the 
dead on the third day, and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to 

be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. You are 

witnesses of these things. And see, I am 
sending upon you what my Father 
promised; so stay here in the city until 

you have been clothed with power from 
on high.” 

Then he led them out as far as 

Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he 
blessed them. While he was blessing 

them, he withdrew from them and was 
carried up into heaven. And they 
worshipped him, and returned to 

Jerusalem with great joy; and they were 
continually in the temple blessing God.  


