
The sign of the cross 

Crosses are familiar to us. We expect to see a cross on 
the apex of the church roof or at the top of the spire. 
The cross is absorbed into much of our ecclesiastical 
decoration. We sing about the cross in our hymns. 

We are not shocked by the cross in the way a first 
century roman, greek or jew might have been. For the 
people who heard the words of Jesus in our gospel, the 
cross was a sign of suffering, humiliation, disgrace. The 
cross was an instrument of imperial execution. 

In January we were very aware of how federal 
executions in the US were hurried up in the final days of 
the outgoing presidency. The cross is as shocking as a 
syringe of lethal drugs, an electric chair or a hangman’s 
noose. Crucifixions were public events because it was 
how you kept a subject people frightened and compliant.  

It was not a good selling point for the new Christian 
faith that its leader, its God, had been crucified as a 
criminal subversive. In the New Testament Paul refers to 
the cross as a scandal, a stumbling block, as folly. 

When the disciples and first Christians heard the words 
of our gospel – Take up your cross – they knew that it 
was not another religious metaphor for things being a bit 
difficult or uncomfortable.  Peter and the other disciples 
reacted strongly when Jesus spoke of the way he was 
making to Jerusalem and what would happen there, and 
how it was also the way they should follow in.  Yet they 
were to find they had to talk, they had to preach about 
the cross – it was part of the story, their story– some 
had been there, some had watched. How did something 
so barbaric become a sign of what is good? 

A sign is ‘a gesture or action used to convey information 
or an instruction’. The cross is a sign of God’s love and 
freedom, a love that cannot be defeated by violence – or 
anything else! From the cross Jesus uttered words of 
forgiveness   Father forgive  and did not seek vengeance.  

The cross is a sign of the kind of God we believe in. God 
pushes back against human cruelty – loving, healing, 
forgiving. A sign of divine love. Of God’s willingness to 
experience utter powerlessness and self-giving.   As he 
hangs on the cross Jesus is reviled by the onlookers – 
‘he saved others but himself he cannot save’.  The cross 
is a sign that God is with the world in the suffering that 
still goes on. For those willing to enter into this mystery 
it breaks the cycle of violence and revenge. Thomas 
Aquinas wrote: ‘The Cross prompts us to love…and it is 
by this that we are forgiven’. 

The folly and scandal is that God has reached into our 
predicament, confronting and redeeming the whole 
‘gone wrongness’ that afflicts the creation, not just sin 
but sickness and suffering, disease and death, not just 
moral failures of individuals but the whole corporate 
mess that human beings have made of things, 
compounding pain and suffering, making victims. 

You can’t walk past a cross or crucifix without those 
challenges, that call to follow being heard. The cross 
causes us to discover the difference made to how we 
think about God and ourselves and our world – making 
demands on us, our priorities and loyalties:  love so 
amazing, so divine demands my soul, my life, my all. 
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Worship this week 

• Join in our Online Sunday Service, at 10am or later, 

at www.augustinetooting.co.uk/sunday-service 

• Wednesday 3
rd

 March, 12 noon:  Holy Communion, 

in church  

• Morning Prayer on Zoom, 

Monday at 8.30am, 

Wednesday and Friday at 

9.00am, details from Jane 

• The Church is open every 

day for prayer and quiet 

• We hope to resume our 10am Parish Communion  

in church next Sunday – look out for updates! 

Coming up … 

Tuesday 2
nd

 March, Pub Tuesday & Quiz at 8.00pm on 

Zoom.  Contact Jean Cooper for details.   

Wednesday 3
rd

 March, 8.00pm Lent Study Group, on 

Zoom.  Please contact Jane for details. 

For your prayers this week 

Those who are refugees, seeking peace and safety; 

All NHS staff and care workers; 

School leaders, teachers and staff, as they prepare for a 

return to the classroom; 

The work of the Children’s Society, and all young people 

needing support; 

All who have birthdays this week, including:  

Ben Doel (5
th

) and Francis Aglen (6
th

); 

Those in any kind of need, and all who care for them, 

including:  James Daley, James Henry, Ilesh Patel,  

Mark Raheel, Lila Uccelli, Rosemary Ware and  

Abbey Wright; 

The faithful departed, and all who mourn them:   

Dorothy Paulley (St Augustine’s), Collin Kenny (friend of 

Agnes’ brother), Andy Francis (friend of the Arathoons), 

Mike Brooks (friend of Carol Harrison), and  

Moira Matthews (John Copas’s sister). 
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